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Series Statement

I read recently a definition of the word ‘rebel.’ It stated that a rebel was a 
person who resists authority, control, or tradition. In one way or another, I 
believe everyone is a little bit of a rebel. My essay-style photo-series was 
inspired by the idea that everyday people have small rebellious tendencies 
that they barely notice, be it walking around barefoot, wearing 
unconventional clothes, or even just feeling a desire to explore. I wanted to 
expand my knowledge of visual storytelling to enhance the effect that my 
photo-series would have on the viewers. The tips that came up most 
frequently seemed to revolve around:

• utilising all of the frame 

• ensuring variety within the photo-series, and 

• planning ahead with a shot list.



In my research into visual storytelling, I also looked at the works of 
some different photographers in order to gain insight into how I 
wanted to portray and capture my rebel. The series ‘Transylvania: Built 
on Glass’ created by Rena Effendi demonstrated to me how the use of 
vibrant colour can help the focus of the image stand out, and how by 
making clear distinctions between foreground and background will help 
portray certain emotions. The series ‘Mahala,’ a joint project by Anton 
Polyakov and Anna Galatonova intrigued me. Its images are simple, and 
sometimes without a specific focus. This kind of image somehow 
resonates well with me. Others have a very specific focus and utilise
colour to stand out. 



My subject ‘rebel’ for the series is my friend Emma. Emma is an eighteen-
year-old Sydney girl who’s recently moved to Wollongong. She’s 
unconventional, in an amazing way. Her clothing choices, her hairstyle, her 
piercings, all reflect personality - not just whatever is trending among youth 
today. I wanted to utilise colour convey her rebellious tendencies. We had 
two photoshoots – one in the daytime showing her everyday attitude, and 
another during night-time. The second shoot displayed how an inner rebel 
within everyone can sometimes run rampant, with Emma depicted exploring 
fenced off buildings and smoking cigarettes. My main aim was to contrast 
the two versions of the same person, and how layers that we might not 
know about lie beneath the exterior of people we meet all throughout our 
lives I wanted the night shoots to be more genuine, and used no extra 
lighting, which ended up creating a grainier feel. This accentuates the 
grittiness of rebellion. Here’s the finished product, thanks for your time and 
any criticism you have please let me know.



Emma, standing guard at the entrance to the Towradgi basketball courts after a night of rain. March 2019



Hanging out before a swim in the Towradgi Ocean Pools. March 2019





Counting free spots in the carpark. March 2019



Posing with graffiti in an old indoor sports complex late at night. March 2019





Resting at the warehouse in Fairy Meadow, Wollongong. March 2019



Emma enjoying a cigarette after a big night of photos. March 2019


